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More about the late Ted and Elisabeth Childs 
 
The USCA Hall of Fame was initiated in 1984 with the induction of the legendary Raymond 
“Bud” Somerville. The second class was inducted four years later, in 1988, when five men 
received the necessary two-thirds vote from the USCA board of directors to be elected. These 
five had played and/or served curling with great distinction: world champion skip Bruce Roberts, 
and the late Don McKay, Hughston McBain, Glenn Harris and Edward C. “Ted” Childs of 
Norfolk, Conn. The April 1988 issue of the North American Curling News had this to say about 
Childs: “… participated in the National Men’s Championships in 1959, 1960 and 1962 … past 
president of the Grand National and the (then) U.S. Men’s Curling Association ... Honorary Life 
Member of the GNCC … financial supporter of curling … supplier of stones to various clubs … 
has supported all World Curling Championships.” Not mentioned was his co-founding in 1956, 
with spouse Elisabeth, of the Norfolk Curling Club, burned by alleged arsonists in December, 
2011. 
 
Ted’s son Star, who was about three when the club was built and is a lifetime curler, recalls his 
dad as “an entrepreneur who loved curling and was able to provide the support needed to start a 
club and have it built, on six acres donated by him and my mom.” The family’s curling traditions 
went even further back. Elisabeth’s father, John Walcott Calder, of Utica, N.Y., curled in the first 
ever Olympic demonstration at the 1936 Winter Games in Lake Placid. The John Walcott Calder 
trophy for the Norfolk Men's Bonspiel, says Star Childs, “Was established around 1960 after 
grandfather’s passing in the previous year. The original winner and runner up pins were made of 
pewter and gold and were very coveted on the men’s bonspiel circuit!” The Calder Trophy itself 
survived the fire because it was out of the club in custody of a winner. 
 
Good luck to the curlers of the Norfolk Curling Club in their efforts to rebuild! 
 
1956 
In addition to the founding of the Norfolk Curling Club, what else was happening in curling in 
the 1956-1957 season? The November 20, 1956 issue of the North American Curling News 
(founded in 1944 and edited by Glenn Harris of Superior) had articles about the 12th Annual 
Midwest Curling Association “Classic” slated for that December in Milwaukee and Wauwatosa; 
the progress being made on the first U.S. men’s national curling championship (played in 1957 
in Chicago Stadium under the sponsorship of Marshall Fields, whose chairman was Houston 
McBain); a four sheet club in Virginia, Minn. was being built at a cost of $35,000; Tacoma’s 
Lakewood Curling Club members vied with Vancouver B.C. curlers at the Lakewood Arena, for 
the “Spike” Briggs Trophy; and the Medford, Wisc., club was “now entirely modern,” including 
refrigerated ice and a newly added bar.” (This writer is privileged to have been served many 
times at that bar.) Curling men’s tours were being arranged to Switzerland and Sweden. And, all 
the men in the photos in the Curling News wore neckties. 
 
Correction 



A reader with a sharp eye and a good memory has corrected me: in the classic old Duluth 
Curling Club building, the curling was on the first floor, hockey on the second level. I had it 
reversed in my last column. 
 


