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Detroit’s 125th celebrated 
 
Angus MacTavish, long-time historian of the Detroit Curling Club, reports the Club enjoyed a 
party on Saturday October 23 to celebrate its 125th Anniversary. Paul and Sue Szmigiel hosted 
about 150 people. Club president Duke Grimshaw was Master of Ceremonies. A photo montage 
of pictures taken at the Club over the years was compiled by Fred Zosel. Pictures of the people at 
the event can be found and www.sgriccia.net/dcc125party. 
 
MacTavish describes the long history of curling in Detroit: “The first recorded curling club in the 
Detroit area and in the USA was the Orchard Lake Curling Club in 1831-32 season. The earliest 
record of curling within the city of Detroit was 1836-37 on the Detroit River. In 1838 there was a 
curling club formed by the employees of the Detroit & Mackinac Railway. During the 1850s and 
1860s a Detroit Curling Club existed, but unrelated to the current club. In 1867 (according to the 
Grand National’s annals) the Detroit area boasted three clubs – Orchard Lake, The Thistle and 
The Granite. 
 
“The current Detroit Curling Club was founded in 1885, and incorporated in 1889 when it built 
its first shed. The club had the following locations throughout the years: 

• 1885 on the property of the Detroit Athletic Club at Canfield and Cass.  
• 1889 the club purchased land at Fourth Ave and Gold. 
• 1891 a clubhouse was built at Fourth and Forest Avenues.  
• 1895 property was purchased at Sixth and Forest, but curling continued at Fourth Ave.  
• 1897 the building was moved from Fourth to Sixth Ave. The club hosted its first Men’s 

International Bonspiel which is held, each January, to this day. 
• 1924 a mechanical ice machine was installed, perhaps the first artificial curling ice at a 

club in the USA(?). Six sheets of ice. 
• 1979 the club moved to West Bloomfield, a northwest suburb, to a six-sheet arena, the 

site of the 1989 USCA nationals. 
• 1999 through 2001, DCC members curled on ice at the Roseland Arena in Windsor, 

Ontario. The International Bonspiels were held at Tilbury (1999, 2000) and Roseland 
(2001). 

• 2002 Curling began and continues at the current location in Ferndale, a suburb just north 
of Detroit.” 

 
Angus MacTavish is the alter-ego/secret identity of David Sgriccia, who has tirelessly promoted 
his club since he started curling in 1979. The club has produced several USCA national 
champions, Hall of Fame members, presidents and directors (including current director Paul 
Badgero). 
 
Men’s Scotland Tour 2012 
A reminder to men who may be interested in applying for the 2012 Men’s Scotland Tour Team: 
be sure to review application materials in this U.S. Curling News and on the www.usacurl.org 

http://www.sgriccia.net/dcc125party
http://www.usacurl.org/


(click on Headlines and News, scroll to bottom, click on Scots Tour, then on Additional 
information. There you will find A True History (a pdf file) which will provide a flavor of the 
life of a Tourist. Diplomatic work is tough, the Tour is no exception—something you do for 
curling and country. Well, maybe it is terrific fun as well! 
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