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Tales from Sheet Nine 
by David Garber 
 
This month features a flash, a scold and a rumor. 
 
Flash! There is a new curlers’ Stick Army in action with the goal of solving the worlds’ 
problems. Unlike most armies, the stick people don’t injure anyone, they gently “prod” using the 
blunt ends of their alternate curling stone delivery devices. Recently, a dozen stick “troops” 
visited the U.S. stock exchange. They went onto the floor and made mild jabs at the traders, like 
they were throwing soft draws or guards. As they prodded, they yelled “buy” instead of “sweep!” 
The market went up that day. If you need enforcers, you can contact the leader, Lieutenant 
General Sir Reginald Stick, a Scot, through USCA Member Services. No one gets hurt, but the 
constant prodding can be effective through distraction and annoyance. He mere thought of a 
sending in the Stick Army to prod and annoy can quell riots. Oh yes, the cost. A Stick Army 
press release announces that the Army will work for food and drink. They pay their own travel 
expenses, because, as General Stick states, “We like to travel and meet new people.” 
 
Scold! With the advent of the plumbing devices to assist curlers’ balance during delivery, there 
are two irritants. One, the ugliness of the PVC devices, is gradually being mitigated as nicer-
looking products come on line, saving the esthetics of our game. The second irritant is that these 
devices are left on the ice or on the floorboards between shots—a safety hazard. In the day when 
one’s broom or brush was used for delivery balance, there was no problem because the players 
carried their brooms between shots. Not so with the new balance devices. So they need a place to 
be hung up, or set in a safe place while not in use. This writer is a master of the infrequent-but-
dramatic fall, and he fears eventually tripping over the watchamacallits and injuring his whatsis 
(again). So please, local clubs, try to find a solution to this safety issue! 
 
Lastly, the rumor is that, as a TV publicity ploy, the World Curling Federation will install helium 
balloon machines at each end of each sheet at the Vancouver 2010 Olympic curling venue. New 
rules will require that the players breathe in from the balloons prior to each shot. In this way, 
when they shout “Sweep!, Up! Hurry! Haaard!” etc. the players will sound like chipmunks, 
adding an element of humor and entertainment value to the TV production. Teams Shuster and 
McCormick, congratulations on your victories at the Trials. Now get some helium balloons, and 
start practicing your new calls. Come to think of it, the use of helium balloons would be a great 
way to lighten up USCA board meetings. 
 
Somebody stop me. 
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