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The Daily Pebble 

Small club atmosphere, 
big-time camaraderie 

James Taylor, Daily Pebble Staff Writer 
 

T 
he 2013 USA Curling National Championships 
is host to great teams from the far reaches of 
North America. Curling clubs from Philadel-

phia to Seattle and even Fairbanks are represented in 
Green Bay by some of the finest curlers on the conti-
nent. Most people could point to those locations on a 
map.  

How about Minot, N.D.; Bemidji, Minn., or Oakville, 
Ontario? Each city is home to a club and is also repre-
sented by curlers in this year’s Nationals. 

Some people might know where on a map to place a 
finger when looking for those locales. The coordinates 
for one curling club in particular would surely baffle 
even diehards of the sport. The Centerville Curling Club 
is home to some 200 curlers and more than 100 junior 
curlers despite an address that falls within an unincor-
porated community in Western Wisconsin. 

What makes this club even more remarkable is how 
many 2013 U.S. National curlers call the Centerville 
Curling Club home. 

Laura Roessler of Team Roessler, John Lilla of Team 
Lemke and Julie Lilla of Team George – the latter two 
are siblings – all consider the ice in Centerville, Wis., 
their home ice.  

Roessler said the club in Centerville has not only 
been a huge part of her curling career but was also 
where her father curled and where her mother started a 
successful junior curling program for children 8 years 
old and up. 

“I grew up with curling in Centerville – it has been a 
part of my whole life,” Roessler said. “I love curling at 
that club; I love it every time. The best part about that 
club is the people – they’re so supportive. Some have 
even driven across the state to come watch us play.” 

Many curlers from all over the world enjoy their 
curling experience, in part from the people and camara-
derie developed at their home club. John Lilla noted the 
small-town atmosphere of his home club makes curling 
there unique. 

“Centerville has the only club in Trempealeau County 
and the small community gives it that small-town at-
mosphere, which is really nice,” John Lilla said. “You’ll 
see a lot of farmers who get together and curl [in Cen-
terville].” 

Julie Lilla also enjoys the sense of community when 
she curls in Centerville. 

“There is a level of community at Centerville that 
feels unique to other places I’ve curled at,” Julie Lilla 
said. “The Centerville experience is very unique and has 
lots of character.” 

Whether a curler hails from Seattle, Boston or Cen-
terville, Wis., one thing remains a constant throughout 
curling cultures – family and friends. More often than 
not, most curlers are introduced to the sport via family 
and friends.  

But not many families will send two of its own mem-
bers to any Nationals event – let alone in the same 
year. Both Lillas will eagerly watch the other’s games 
throughout the weeklong tournament. Neither sibling 
felt rivalry was a component of their relationship.  

“This sport is a family thing, really,” Julie Lilla said. 
“My brother and I don’t have a rivalry, no.” 

John nearly echoed his sister’s sentiments. 
“We don’t really have a rivalry,” John Lilla said. “Our 

relationship revolves around rooting for one another 
and hoping we both do well.” 

No matter the size of the club or the town that a 
curler calls home – it doesn’t even matter if you can’t 
find it on a map. A universal commonality is found 
throughout curling cultures across the globe – family, 
friends and love of home ice.  

STANDINGS: 

WOMEN: 

George  6-1 

Brown  5-2 

Pottinger  5-2 

Carlson  4-3 

Lank  4-3 

Clark  3-4 

Anderson  2-5 

Hamilton  2-5 

Kinney  2-5 

Roessler  2-5 

 

MEN: 

Brady Clark 5-1 

Pete Fenson 4-2 

Tyler George 4-2 

Heath McCormick 4-2 

John Shuster 4-2 

Craig Brown 3-3 

Mike Farbelow 3-3 

Greg Persinger 2-4 

Todd Birr  1-5 

Ryan Lemke 0-6 

 

Team George (l-r):  Courtney George, Aileen Sormunen, Amanda McLean, and Julie Lilla. 

Courtney George 

Position: Skip 

Age: 26 

Hometown: Duluth, Minn. 

Resides: St. Paul, Minn. 

Career: Home health care assistant 

Education: University of St. Thomas 

Curling start: Age 10 

Curling club: Madison (Wis.) 

Curling highlights: 

• 2006 Olympian (as alternate) 

• 2005 world silver medalist (as alter-

nate) 

• 2-time U.S. junior national champion 

(2007, 2004) 

• 2002 world junior gold medalist (as 

alternate) 

• 2003 world junior silver medalist (as 

alternate) 

• 2010 Olympic Team Trials: 3rd place 

• 2006 Olympic Team Trials: 4th place 

Aileen Sormunen 

Position: Vice skip 

Age: 26 

Hometown/resides: Duluth, Minn. 

Career: Insurance servicing agent 

Education: University of Minnesota-

Duluth 

Curling start: Age 11 

Curling club: Duluth (Minn.) 

Curling highlights: 

• 2-time U.S. junior national champion 

(2007, 2004) 

• 2010 Olympic Team Trials: 5th place 

• 2006 Olympic Team Trials: 4th place 

Amanda McLean 

Position: Second 

Age: 24 

Hometown: Duluth, Minn. 

Resides: Duluth, Minn. 

Curling start: Age 12 

Curling club: Duluth (Minn.) 

Education: Bachelor’s degree in civil 

engineering from the University of 

Minnesota 

Career: Engineer for wastewater 

treatment with Metropolitan Council 

Environmental Services 

Curling highlights: 

• 2004 U.S. junior national champion 

• Member of Team USA at 2009 World 

University Games 

• 2006 Olympic Team Trials: 4th place 

Julie Lilla 

Position: Lead 

Age: 21 

Hometown/resides: Trempealeau, 

Wis. 

Career: Student 

Curling start: Age 4 

Curling club: Centerville Curling Club 

Curling highlights: 

• Competed at Junior Nationals five 

times (best finish, silver 

in 2012 and 2011) 

 

Alternate: Amy Wright 

Tyler George 

Position: Skip 

Age: 30 

Hometown/Resides: Duluth, Minn. 

Career: Real estate agent 

Curling start: 1994 

Curling club: Duluth (Minn.) 

Curling highlights: 

• 2010 U.S. national champion 

• 2001 world junior bronze medalist 

as alternate 

• 2010 U.S. Olympic Team Trials: 

2nd place 

Chris Plys 

Position: Vice skip, throws last 

rocks 

Age: 25 

Hometown/Resides: Duluth 

(Minn.) 

Career: Manages family food com-

modity business 

Curling start: 1998 

Curling club: Duluth (Minn.) 

Curling highlights: 

• 2010 Olympian 

• 5-time U.S. junior national cham-

pion (2009, 2008, 2007, 2006, 2003) 

• 2008 world junior gold medalist 

• 2009 world junior bronze medalist 

• 2007 World University Games gold 

medalist 

• USA Curling Team of the Year: 

2008 

• 2010 U.S. Olympic Team Trials: 8th 

place 

 

 

Rich Ruohonen 

Position: Second 

Age: 41 

Hometown: Minneapolis, Minn. 

Career: Attorney 

Curling start: 1981 

Curling club: St. Paul (Minn.) 

Education: Hamline University 

Family: Married; two children 

Curling highlights: 

• 2008 U.S. national champion 

• 2010 U.S. Olympic Team Trials: 5th 

place 

• 2006 U.S. Olympic team Trials: 5th 

place 

Colin Hufman 

Position: Lead 

Age: 28 

Hometown: Fairbanks, Alaska; 

Resides: Seattle, Wash. 

Curling start: 1995 

Curling club: Granite (Wash.) 

Curling highlights: 

• 2002 U.S. junior national champion 

• Making 10th appearance at Men’s 

Nationals 

• 2010 U.S. Olympic Trials runner-up 

• 2006 U.S. Olympic Trials runner-up 

 Competed for Team USA at 2002 

World Juniors 

 

Coach: Phill Drobnick 

Team George (l-r): Tyler George, Chris Plys, Rich Ruohonen, and Colin Hufman. 

In The Spotlight 

Attention ladies! 

The first three dozen women through the doors for 

Thursday night’s playoff game will receive a rose 

for Valentine’s Day. The Daily Pebble’s honorary editor, Sean Clark, makes 

photo copies for the editorial staff.  

Siblings John Lilla and Julie Lilla of Trempealeau, Wis. 

If you see 

Aileen today, 

wish her          

a happy     

birthday! 

Team Clark’s 

Christie Wilhelmy 
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Claire Skuble 

 Rick Patzke,         
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The Daily Pebble can be  

found online as well: 
www.usacurl.org/

curlingrocks 
 

Ideas? Send an e-mail to 
Terry Kolesar at 

terry.kolesar@usacurl.org 

Thank you to our sponsors: 

Presenting sponsor: Brooms Up Curling Supplies, 

www.broomsupcurling.com 

Tuesday ’s Results: 

9 a.m., Women 

George 6, Brown 5 

Carlson 9, Hamilton 3 

Anderson 7, Kinney 3 

Lank 4, Roessler 3 

Pottinger 11, Lank 2 

 

2 p.m. Men 

Farbelow 9, Clark 3 

George 8, Birr 5 

Fenson 7, Lemke 5 

Brown 9, Persinger 8 

Shuster 6, McCormick 5 

 

7 p.m. Women 

Clark 11, Hamilton 3 

Anderson 7, Roessler 5 

Brown 8, Pottinger 7 

George 8, Kinney 3 

Carlson 9, Lank 7 

 

Make sure to visit the Fan Zone 

and play some curling on the Wii, 

shop for 2013 Nationals   

merchandise and grab a new 

broom at the Brooms Up Curling 

Supplies booth. 

 

Wednesday’s Schedule: 

8 a.m. men 

Fenson v. McCormick 

Birr v. Clark 

Shuster v. Persinger 

Brown v. Farbelow 

George v. Lemke 

12 p.m. women 

Roessler v. Hamilton 

Anderson v. Brown 

Carlson v. Pottinger 

Clark v. George 

Kinney v. Lank 

4 p.m. Men 

Lemke v. Shuster 

George v. Farbelow 

McCormick v. Brown 

Persinger v. Clark 

Birr v. Fenson 

8 p.m. Women 

Brown v. Clark 

Lank v. Hamilton 

Roessler v. Kinney 

Carlson v. Anderson 

George v. Pottinger 

Check out these local hot spots: 

Café Chanson- 201 James St., De Pere, casual 

French dining inside Chateau De Pere.   

Seroogy’s Chocolates- 144 N. Wisconsin St., De 

Pere, traditional homemade chocolates. 

Caliente La Fiesta Mexicana- 623 George St., 

De Pere, authentic Mexican food with a neighbor-

hood feel.   

Alpha Delights European Bakery & Café- 143 

N. Wisconsin St., De Pere, pastries, breakfast and 

lunches in a Greek village atmosphere. 

Comedy City- 353 Main Ave., De Pere, improvi-

sational comedy shows every weekend.   

To find more to do, visit the Greater Green 

Bay Convention and Visitors Bureau at 

www.greenbay.com.   

Sister sweepers 
By Nichole Wierzba, Daily Pebble Staff Writer 

 

A 
 little over a week after this year’s Super Bowl, 

most of us are still hearing all about it. If you 

are one of those people, you probably are 

familiar with the family feud that took place on the field on 

Super Bowl Sunday; the Raven’s head coach, John Har-

baugh, is the brother of 49ers’ head coach, Jim Harbaugh. 

What you may not know is that there is a similar sibling 

opposition happening on the ice this week. Tabitha Peter-

son, lead for Team Pottinger, is big sister to Tara Peterson, 

second for Team Hamilton.  

But Tabitha and Tara have not always been on opposite 

sides of the sheet. As a matter of fact, the two sisters were 

on the same team for most of their curling careers. Tabitha 

and Tara began curling at ages 11 and 9, respectively, 

after some pushing from their Canadian-born grandfather. 

Tabitha, now 23, says that she wasn’t a fan of the sport in 

the beginning.  

“I didn’t really like it at first. I don’t know about Tara,” 

the older sister said. When asked about her beginnings in 

the sport, Tara said that she didn’t like it very much either. 

But then the sisters started progressing and getting better. 

“Then things got competitive,” Tara said. The two earned 

spots on a junior team and began to earn names for them-

selves. 

Tabitha and Tara won two consecutive Junior National 

Championships together in 2009 and 2010. They also took 

the bronze medal at the 2010 Junior Worlds. After Tabitha 

aged out of junior-level competition (over 21), Tara’s team 

won another Junior National Championship in 2011. The 

next year Tara aged out of junior’s and landed on a team 

that didn’t include her sister.  

When asked what it’s like to not be playing with her 

sister anymore Tara said, “It was weird at first but now it’s 

just competition and we congratulate each other on good 

shots.” Tabitha answered the same question by agreeing 

that it is kind of weird. “We’re really good friends but at the 

same time, you gotta do what you gotta do.” The sisters 

agreed that it isn’t an intense rivalry and that they are both 

proud of each other no matter what the outcome is. 

Although the two may be able to handle opposing each 

other, you may wonder what it is like for their parents to 

watch their daughters play knowing only one team can win. 

Both of them said that their parents don’t take sides and 

they only cheer for good shots. It seems as though Mr. and 

Mrs. Peterson handle the opposition similar to the way their 

daughters do. 

Even though Tabitha and Tara are on different teams 

they still practice together and spend plenty of time doing 

things outside of curling with each other’s company. Both 

sisters said in their interviews that the two are very close 

and curling definitely isn’t the only thing that they bond 

over. 

In fact, Tara said it’s a definite possibility that she and 
Tabitha may be able to play together again in the future. 

“There’s a lot of years left, so I’m sure it will happen some-
day.” 

By Harry Maier, Daily Pebble Staff Writer 
 

T 
here’s a certain amount of 
passion required if you are 

going to become involved in 
curling. There’s even more passion 
required when you are an ice-maker. 

Just ask the group of ice makers 
from North Dakota, augmented by two 

other volunteers, one from Glasgow, 
Scotland, the other from the Green Bay 

Curling Club. 
This group is responsible for provid-

ing Olympic quality ice for the 2013 USA 

Curling National Championships at the 
Cornerstone Community Ice Center. 

The head icemaker is Dave Staveteig 
of Grand Forks, N.D., a wheat farmer by 
trade, a curler by desire, and the only 

paid member of the staff. 
Joining him, all volunteers, are John 

Kram and Duane Schmidt, both of Bis-
marck, N.D.; Rudy Bloomquist, Devils 
Lake, N.D.; Dick Nordgren, Hazen, N.D.; 

Shawn Olesen, Fargo, N.D.; Mark Callan, 
Glasgow; and Bill Wilberg, Green Bay. 

All are curlers, and Callan has served as 
a head icemaker for the World Curling 
Federation. 

Activities began in earnest Sunday 
night, six days before the opening cere-

mony. 
“We dropped off our trailer filled 

with equipment, along with the water 
tanks which would be used for flooding 
and did an early measurement of the 

size of the arena where we would be 
working,” Olesen said. 

The water tanks would be used for 
de-ionizing the Lake Michigan water 
provided by the De Pere Water Dept. 

Previously, the Cornerstone staff had 
shaved the hockey ice to a thickness of 

about a half inch. That provided the 
base for painting the entire ice surface 

white, using supplies by Jet Ice of Can-
ada. 

“We did three coats in only a few 

hours,” Olesen said, adding the group 
had good help from members of the 

Green Bay Curling Club. 
With the paint dry, the next step 

was to measure for the five sheets of 
playing ice, laying out the circles and 
lines and installing the logos of the 

primary financial sponsors and then 
placing the foam strips which separate 

the five sheets. 
By late Tuesday and all-day 

Wednesday, six floods were laid. All day 

Thursday and Friday morning, the ice 
staff scraped the ice to get it level and 

in the right playing condition. 
“The eye tells us where the high and 

low spots are,” Olesen said. Each sheet 

of ice also has an individual sensor 
which helps to record the humidity, air 

temperature at a height of four feet, and 
ice temperature. 

Olesen said the crew seeks to main-

tain humidity in the range of 35 percent, 
air temperature at 40 degrees and ice 

temperature at 23-24 degrees. 
The size of the crowd and efforts of 

the curlers all affects those figures, 
Olesen said. “We try to anticipate poten-
tial changes. We want to stay ahead,” 

he added. The crew generally starts its 
day at 6 a.m. for an 8 a.m. draw, works 

all day and concludes about 11:30 each 
night. 

For 
Staveteig and 

Bloomquist, this 
is the second 

full week of 
tournament 
work. They 

provided the ice 
maintenance at 

the 2013 USA 
Curling Junior 

National Cham-
pionships in 
Massachusetts 

the previous 
week. 

The art of icemaking 

North Dakota’s Shawn Olesen (left) and Dave Staveteig 

hard at work shaving the ice in preparation for a great 

national championship. 

Nina Spatola, second, Team Lank 

Tara Peterson (left) and Tabitha Peterson won bronze at 

the 2010 World Juniors and are competing this week on 

opposing teams.  

Scott Belvitch working the mop. 

http://www.greenbay.com/

