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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

The official publication of the 2013 USA Curling Mixed Doubles National Championship 

Playoff seeding: 

#1 Stolt-Stolt 

#2 Olson-Olson 

#3 Jukich-Kelly 

#4 Doherty-Strojny 

#5 Clark-Clark 

#6 Ivy-Rjanikov 

 

Games on tap: 

 

Quarterfinals, 9 a.m.: 

#4 Doherty v. #5 Clark 

#3 Jukich v. #6 Ivy 

Semifinals, 1 p.m.: 

#1 Stolt v. winner of quarterfinal 

#4  v. #5 

#2 Olson v. winner of              

quarterfinal between #3  v. #6 

Final, TBA 

As the lone undefeated team, 

the Stolts get two chances at 

winning the championship. 

See draw for complete ex-

planation. 

F our teams earned direct berths by virtue of how the pool play finished. In 
Pool B, Pete and Maureen Stolt of Minnesota finished with a perfect 5-0 

record and are the No. 1 overall playoff seed. In Pool A, Scott and Teri Olson of 
Massachusetts won the pool with a 4-1 record and are the No. 2 overall seed. 
Both teams advance directly to the semifinals at 1 p.m. Sunday.  

In the tiebreaker games for the final berths, the defending champions Brady and 
Cristin Clark of Washington defeated Colorado’s Darrick Kizlyk and Dena Rosen-
berry, 8-1. They are the fifth seed for the playoffs. Trailing 7-0, Rosenberry just 
missed a chance at a perfect end by an inch in the fifth. The Clarks went on to 
win and will now play No. 4 seed Tim Doherty (St. Paul, Minn.) and Carol Strojny 
(Mendota Heights, Minn.) in tomorrow’s quarterfinals. 

In the other tiebreaker game, Barry Ivy (Livermore, Calif.) and Britt Rjanikov 
(Wayland, Mass.) bounced back from a loss earlier in the day to defeat Mike Flo-
erchinger and Kim Wapola, 8-6, to move on to the quarterfinals. They will play 
No. 3 seed Andy Jukich and Tina Kelly of Minnesota. 

Playoff Bound 

Minnesota’s Peter and Maureen Stolt (above) take their perfect record to tomorrow’s semifi-

nals as the top overall seed for the playoffs. 
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Who said it? 

“Team Ivy played really 

well and they kicked our 

butts even more than the 

scoreboard indicated.” 

“Cristin’s putting it in the 

garage.” (Throwing it 

through the house) 

“There’s only two people 

playing? What is this? Are 

you for real? Two people? 

I’ve never heard of this.” 

“Who had the guts to pull 

that trigger?” (A strategy 

conversation, not murder) 

“Are there any White Cas-

tles in Bismarck?” 

Response: “No, go to Big 

Boy and have it flying 

style. If you really want to 

make it good, get a Purple 

Cow. But watch out for 

any of the sauces when 

you bite ‘em.” (Editor’s 

note: I have no idea what 

any of this is) 

Daily Double: 
 Terry Kolesar, Editor 

 Tom Pomonis, 

Assistant Editor 

 
The Daily Pebble can be  

found online at: 
www.usacurl.org/

curlingrocks 
 

Ideas? Send an e-mail to 
Terry Kolesar at 

terry.kolesar@usacurl.org 
Twitter: @terry_usacurl 

Two Wise Mikes 

T 
wo of the wisest curlers here in age are both named Mike. They both began curling in their 

50s and are competing this week in their second mixed doubles national championship. 

Mike Floerchinger, 64, Princeton, Minn., always had an interest in curling. As a student at 

the University of Minnesota-Duluth, he became curious about curling. A few years later, he checked 

it out in the former club in Grand Marais, Minn. But it wasn’t until 1984 or so that he was out for a 

summer walk and he strolled past the St. Paul Curling Club and discovered there was indeed curling 

in his community. However, it was summer so the club was closed. Fast forward nearly 20 years 

later and Floerchinger officially started his curling career at age 54. His curling addiction quickly 

translated to leadership roles as he became president of the Cambridge Curling Club in his second 

year as a curler and followed up with a stint as second vice president for the Minnesota State Curling 

Association. 

“I fell in love with the sport right away. It combines so much from other sports such as bowling, 

which I used to do, and even the nuances of dance,” said Floerchinger, who works as an IT project 

manager for United Health Care, Inc. “It has added an extra dimension to my life. I’ve always been 

athletically orientated and curling seemed to be a good fit.” 

Floerchinger curls at the St. Paul Curling Club and recently helped get the new Four Seasons Curling 

Club in Blaine off the ground. The state-of-the art curling facility will soon have ice year-round. 

“Some of the best people I’ve ever met are from curling,” Floerchinger said. 

Mike Rupp, 61, Buffalo, N.Y., was introduced to curling by his mixed doubles teammate Danielle 

Buchbinder. The two were co-workers at Intel and she invited him to hit the ice with her one eve-

ning. After watching the sport in the 2002 Olympic Winter Games, Rupp became very interested in 

our grand sport and started curling at age 51. Beyond the interest in the sport, heading to the curling 

club helped Rupp keep his mind off of his wife’s illness at the time. 

“I just really enjoy the sport,” said Rupp, who works as a software writer for a small engineering firm 

in Buffalo. Rupp curls at the Niagara Falls Curling Club because of its close proximity to Buffalo. □ 

Michael Rupp (middle) began curling at age 51 and is playing this week in his second mixed 

doubles national championship with teammate Danielle Buchbinder (right). 
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FINAL STANDINGS: 
Pool A: 

*Scott Olson-Teri Olson  4-1 

*Brady Clark-Cristin Clark  4-1 

**Darrick Kizlyk-Dena Rosenberry 4-2 

Miyo Konno-Steve Lundeen  2-3 

Steve Pickle-Madonna Fitzgerald 1-4 

Brett Charpentier-Jennifer Westhagen 0-5 

Pool B: 

*Peter Stolt-Maureen Stolt  5-0 

*Tim Doherty-Carol Strojny  4-1 

Tucker Smith-Jillian Walker  2-3 

Russell Heier-Cynthia Smith  2-3 

Jesa Legacie-Ryan Flippo  1-4 

Todd Ussatis-Sarah Felchle  1-4 

Pool C: 

*Andy Jukich-Tina Kelly  3-1 

*Barry Ivy-Britt Rjanikov  3-1 

**Mike Floerchinger-Kim Wapola 3-2 

Danielle Buchbinder-Michael Rupp 1-3 

Gary Mazzotta-Carmen Delaney 0-4 

**lost tiebreaker 

 

Game scores: 

Draw 9 results: 

Ussatis 8, Legacie 3 

Heier 10, Smith 9 (extra end) 

Stolt 6, Doherty 3 

 

Draw 10 results: 

Ivy 10, Floerchinger 4 

Jukich 11, Buchbinder 1 

Clark 7, Konno 5 

 

Draw 11 results: 

Pickle 10, Charpentier 4 

Kizlyk 10, Olson 9 

Doherty 11, Legacie 8 

Heier 9, Ussatis 8 

  

Draw 12 results: 

Buchbinder 8, Mazzotta 3 

Stolt 10, Smith 0 

Jukich 7, Ivy 0 

 

Tiebreaker results: 

Clark 8, Kizlyk 1 

Ivy 8, Floerchinger 6 

What would a curling event in the Midwest be with-
out the threat of a blizzard? Here’s the forecast, but 
hopefully we all depart our wonderful hosts in Bis-
marck safely, and as scheduled. 

From weather.com: 

A pronounced dip in the jet stream, or trough, is digging southward into the 
southern Rockies and southern Plains. 

With cold air in place, lift in the atmosphere provided by disturbances embed-
ded in the trough will squeeze out snow in the central and southern Rockies, 
northern Plains and Upper Midwest Saturday night through Sunday, including 
cities such as Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minn., Fargo, N.D., Duluth, Minn., Mar-
quette, Mich., and Green Bay, Wis. 

Snow amounts of 3 to 6 inches (locally higher) are expected from the Dakotas 
to Minnesota, parts of Wisconsin and northern Michigan. Heavier totals of 6 
to 12 inches are possible to the north of Minneapolis/St. Paul in central/
northeastern Minnesota and northwestern Wisconsin. 

Snow, possibly heavy at times, will likely arrive in the Twin Cities Saturday 
evening and continue through Sunday, so keep this in mind if you have travel 
plans. 

Increasing winds will lead to blowing snow, poor visibility and dangerous 
travel in parts of the Dakotas and Minnesota late Saturday night through Sun-
day. In fact, blizzard warnings are now posted for portions of south-central 
North Dakota and north-central/northeastern South Dakota. This includes 

portions of I-94 in North Dakota and a stretch of I-29 
in northeast South Dakota. 

As much as this editor has enjoyed her time in Bis-
marck, I would like to see freshly plowed roads on I94 
East for the journey home. 

Blizzard warning 

http://www.usacurl.org/
http://www.weather.com/weather/tenday/Minneapolis+MN+USMN0503:1:US
http://www.weather.com/weather/right-now/Fargo+ND+USND0115
http://www.weather.com/weather/right-now/Duluth+MN+USMN0208
http://www.weather.com/weather/right-now/Marquette+MI+USMI0525
http://www.weather.com/weather/right-now/Marquette+MI+USMI0525
http://www.weather.com/weather/right-now/Green+Bay+WI+USWI0288
http://www.weather.com/weather/tenday/Minneapolis+MN+USMN0503:1:US
http://www.weather.com/weather/hourbyhour/graph/Minneapolis+MN+USMN0503:1:US
http://www.weather.com/weather/hourbyhour/graph/Minneapolis+MN+USMN0503:1:US
http://www.weather.com/weather/newscenter/alerts/nswxcategory/ND?from=news_alert_natl_states
http://www.weather.com/weather/newscenter/alerts/nswxcategory/ND?from=news_alert_natl_states
http://www.weather.com/weather/newscenter/alerts/nswxcategory/SD?from=news_alert_natl_states


Thank you to our sponsors: 

Follow USA Curling on Facebook and Twitter (@terry_usacurl)

Tweeting about this event? Please use #2013MXD or #curling 

An old familiar face returned to the Capital Curling Club Saturday. Wally Owen 

stopped by for a visit to check out the mixed doubles action. He curled until he was 

nearly 80 and was a staple at the club for decades. One of the club’s founders, Wally did 

everything at the club, except the ice. He was club treasurer for many years, ordered 

equipment, purchased beer, cleaned and made the club his second home. 

Wally is one of only two lifetime members of the club. If you stop by the warm room, look for the sign that reads “Wally’s Tavern.” 

Being Wally-less for the past four years has left a hole in the club that Tom Pomonis says they are still trying to fill. 

A visit from Wally 

Russ Heier (left) stares down the 

broom at the other end of the sheet 

during round robin action. 

Russ Heier (top, left) and teammate 

Cynthia Smith sweep a stone across 

the hogline. Tucker Smith (above, 

right) strategizes with teammate 

Jillian Walker.  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/USA-Curling/107975609011
http://twitter.com/terry_usacurl


Strategizing in Bismarck 

Tim Doherty and teammate Carol Strojny are off to the quarterfinals after finishing 4-1 in Pool B.  

Jesa Legacie and Ryan Flippo had a young fan watching intently in the window during Saturday morning’s round robin action. 


